	[image: image1.jpg]Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra




	Swiss Cooperation Office Albania


	
	


OPEN

Reference:  DOCVARIABLE  Referenz/Aktenzeichen  \* MERGEFORMAT 

Media Information 
	Date:
	23 March 2008

	For:
	Representatives of Media in Albania


Gërdec Tragedy: Medical Evacuation of two patients to Switzerland 

Upon the urgent request by the Ministry of Health, the Swiss Government organized on Sunday, 23 March the medical evacuation of two patients with high degree burns to Switzerland. The special airplane of the Swiss Medical Rescue by Air arrived with a team of medical experts at Rinas Airport, on Sunday morning and evacuated the two persons to University Clinics in Switzerland.
Swiss Government is providing specialised and focussed medical support for the patients with heavy burns, victims of Gerdec Explosions. Last Friday, first handed special medical supply was handed over by the Swiss Cooperation Office to the Mother Theresa Hospital. 
Based on the offer of the Government of Switzerland to provide medical support, the head of the Hospital together with the general director of the Ministry of Health contacted the Swiss Cooperation Office in Tirana (SCO-A) and asked on Friday 21 March for medical evacuation of two patients. 
This request was launched due to the health status deterioration of two female patients suffering from high degree burns; both women are members of families which are heavily concerned by the tragedy of Gerdec. The women were working in dismantling ammunition. They were accommodated in the Mother Theresa Hospital. 
The request was positively answered by the Swiss Government by quickly setting up a crisis management team and organizing the medical evacuation of the two women on Sunday, 23 March. 
The evacuation is done by a specialised Swiss agency, the Swiss Medical Rescue by Air, which has sent a special airplane with a medical team. The team was received at the airport by representatives of Swiss Embassy and Cooperation Office and of the Mother Theresa Hospital. 
Each patient is accompanied by a member of a family: The girl (19 years)  will be accompanied by her mother and the second patient, a woman (46 years) will be accompanied by her son. The patients will be transferred to the specialised units of University Hospitals in Lausanne and Zurich. 
The costs of the rescue operation are taken over by Swiss Cooperation. This support is part of the ongoing support to the people of Albania in coping with the aftermath of the explosions of Gërdec. The Swiss support is focussed at three levels: Specialised medical support for victims with burns, Swiss expertise for soil analysis, and support to housing and rehabilitation of schools. 

Albanian Translation of Press Release available.
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